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Genealogy and Slave History Author to Speak at New Hartford CT Bookstore

Author Eric Anthony Sheppard will appear at Zanijah Cultural Shop on May 20th
for book signing and lecture about international slave descendants’ organization   

 

 

Columbia, MD (May 16, 2006) – Eric Anthony Sheppard, a genealogist, historian and author of the book “Ancestor’s Call,” will be appearing at Zanijah Cultural Shop for a book signing and lecture on Saturday, May 20, 2006 at 12:30pm.  Zanijah Cultural Shop is located at 75 Pratt Street, Suite 212, Hartford, CT 06103.   Mr. Sheppard is president of Diversity Restoration Solutions, Inc. (www.diversityrestoration.com), a cultural diversity training and management-consulting firm located in Columbia, Maryland.   Mr. Sheppard started doing family genealogy in 1996, and during his research in 2001, he discovered a slave narrative about a former slave named Moses Grandy from Camden, NC, whom he believes is his ancestor.  In 1843, the British & Foreign Anti-Slavery Society of London, England published Narrative of the Life of Moses Grandy; Late a Slave in the United States of America.   Moses Grandy is a key figure in the history of New England’s early black abolitionists.  “Ancestor’s Call” will be available for purchase on the day of the event.  

In addition to being an author, Mr. Sheppard has also developed a unique 13-step restoration process called "Healing From Slavery," which delves into the sensitive issue of helping Americans heal from the racial divide caused by the legacy of the transatlantic slave trade. The restoration process can be used to help both the descendants of the enslaved and descendants of those who where the enslavers begin a process to close cultural and racial divides and its negative effects in America.   

As the chairman and co-founder of Slave Descendants Freedom Society, Inc., a nonprofit slave history and genealogy organization (http://www.slavedescendants.org), Mr. Sheppard encourages African Americans to use genealogy to restore families separated because of slavery and begin a healing process from the negative effects of slavery that still exist in our culture.   "Knowing who I am freed my soul," said Eric Sheppard.  "There are 
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international support groups that serve humanitarian needs in drug abuse, alcoholism, chronic disease and a host of other physical and emotions complications, but our unique program provides the long overdue support that 

Americans need to acknowledge shame, guilt or denial about slavery and begin healing from its after-effects in the United States.  Descendants of our enslaved ancestors need to get it 'right', meaning we need to ensure that we are taking the necessary steps to educate ourselves about our history and improve our overall condition in this country.  Descendants of those who enslaved our ancestors need to make it 'right,' and that means accepting the responsibility for knowing and correcting historical wrongs."

For further information on Zanijah Cultural Shop, the book signing or lecture, please contact Monica Carr at (860) 524-9442.

About Diversity Restoration Solutions, Inc. -
Diversity Restoration Solutions, Inc. was originally created in 1991 by Eric A. Sheppard as The Sheppard Corporation, a technical management and general supply distribution company. In 2005, after years of genealogical researching and lecturing on the effects of slavery, Mr. Sheppard transformed his business into Diversity Restoration Solutions, Inc., a cultural diversity training company that provides solutions to the complex and diverse problems of business leaders and their ever changing workforce.   Other specialty areas include genealogy research training, book publishing, and business management consulting. For more information on workshops or lectures, please contact Lisa Sheppard at (443) 542-5815. 

About Zanijah Cultural Shop - 
Zanijah Cultural Shop is a new addition to downtown Hartford, featuring African art and jewelry, sculpture and jewelry.  Zanijah is a place for contemporary books on a wide range of subjects of interest to African-Americans, with monthly book signing appearances by new authors.  Reiki, chair massage and yoga are also available.  For further information on Zanijah Cultural Shop, contact Monica Carr at  (860) 524-9442. 
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